
Approve the agreement and funding from the Department of Parks and Recreation Off-Highway 
Vehicle CN7 funds to the California Trail Users Coalition for the design and development of an 
obstacle course and all terrain vehicle training area located on United States Forest Service land 
within the San Gabriel Canyon Off-Highway Vehicle area.

SUBJECT

June 29, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVE THE PROPOSED AGREEMENT AND FUNDING FOR
DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT OF AN OBSTACLE COURSE, AND 

ALL TERRAIN VEHICLE TRAINING AREA AT 
SAN GABRIEL CANYON OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE RECREATION AREA

(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 5) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Find that the proposed administrative actions are not subject to the California Environmental 
Quality Act as the actions do not meet the definition of a project according to Section 15378 (b)(4)(5) 
of the State California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines, because the actions are administrative 
activities for government grants which by their terms do not involve any commitments to any specific 
projects which may result in a potentially significant physical impact on the environment.

2. Approve and instruct the Chair to sign the agreement to provide funding up to, but not exceeding, 
$183,979 to California Trail Users Coalition. The funding is required for the design, and development 
of an obstacle course, and all terrain vehicle training area, at the 150 acre San Gabriel Canyon Off-
Highway Vehicle recreation area. 

3. Approve the project and authorize the Director of the Department of Parks and Recreation to carry 
out all project-related responsibilities under the agreement.
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of these actions will provide for the development of an obstacle course and accompanying 
all terrain vehicle training area at the San Gabriel Canyon Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) recreation 
area. Under the proposed agreement the Department of Parks and Recreation (Department) will 
utilize OHV grant funds that have been held for the purpose of providing OHV recreation areas 
including training within Los Angeles County.

Under the proposed agreement, the Department will transfer a portion of the OHV CN7 funds to 
California Trail Users Coalition, Inc. (CTUC), a non-profit corporation dedicated to the improvement 
of trails, trail heads, staging areas, and other facilities for OHV, equestrian, hiking, and mountain-
biking uses. The funding from this grant will finance the design, and development of the obstacle 
course and all terrain vehicle training area.

CTUC will deposit all cash funds received under the terms of the agreement to an interest bearing 
account, and provide the Department with a quarterly report including amounts deposited, interest 
earned, and expenses accrued beginning  July 15, 2010.

State Park’s Off Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR) Division annually distributes funding to 
agencies in the State of California to improve OHV recreation by promoting education and training 
regarding the safe prudent operation of OHV’s. These funds are collected by the State and 
distributed to counties under Public Resources Code Section 5090.61 and California Vehicle Code 
38240. 

There is a shortfall of OHV recreation sites within Los Angeles County, resulting in a critical lack of 
OHV recreation opportunities for Los Angeles County residents.  Due to the insufficient amount of 
OHV recreation areas, this is an excellent opportunity to utilize an existing OHV area, with use of 
Department’s OHV CN7 funds for the benefit of County residents.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

Approval of this recommendation meets the County Strategic Plan Goals of Operational 
Effectiveness (Goal 1), Children, Family, and Adult Well-Being (Goal 2), and Community and 
Municipal Services (Goal 3), by partnering with United States Forest Service (USFS) and CTUC 
utilizing the State Park’s OHMVR funds to design and develop the obstacle course and all terrain 
vehicle training area providing OHV opportunities within the San Gabriel Canyon area.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There is no impact to the County General fund. Sufficient funding is available in the Department’s 
OHV CN7 fund to provide for the design and development of the obstacle course and all terrain 
vehicle training area. 

The project is being constructed on USFS land within the 150 acre San Gabriel Canyon OHV area. 
The FS will be responsible to maintain and operate the four-wheel drive course and all terrain vehicle 
training area.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
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The approval of this project will permit an agreement between the County and CTUC. Both parties 
are required to indemnify, defend, and save harmless one another, their elected or appointed officers 
and employees. 

The agreement has been approved as to form by County Counsel.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The proposed administrative actions are not subject to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
in that the actions do not meet the definition of a project according to Sections 15378 (b)(4)(5) of the 
State CEQA Guidelines, because the actions are administrative activities for government grants 
which by their terms do not involve any commitments to any specific projects which may result in a 
potentially significant physical impact on the environment.

Additionally, the proposed project is located in and under the jurisdiction of the USFS, Angeles 
National Forest, San Gabriel River Ranger District.  As a federal facility, the proposed project must 
comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  The USFS has determined that the 
proposed project is in a category of actions that are excluded from documentation in an 
Environmental Impact Statement or Environmental Assessment.  The category of exclusion selected 
is pursuant to USFS Handbook 1909.15, Section 31.2.1.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of this action will cause no impact on current services and projects. 

CONCLUSION

It is requested that two adopted copies of this letter and the agreement be returned to the 
Department of Parks and Recreation, one copy to the Auditor-Controller, and one copy to the Chief 
Executive Office. 
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Respectfully submitted,

RUSS GUINEY

Director

RG:NG:re

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer 
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors 
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